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PEACE  MISSION  TO  EUROPE. 


Report  of  Benjamin  F.  Trueblood. 


Oskaloosa,  Iowa, 

July  3,  1891. 

To  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Chris- 
tian Arbitration  and  Peace  Society. 
Gentlemen : 

I herewith  submit  report 
of  work  done  in  Europe  during  the  past  year 
under  the  auspices  of  your  Society. 

I first  attended,  as  one  of  your  delegates, 
the  Universal  Peace  Congress  held  in  Lon- 
don from  the  14th  to  the  19th  of  July,  and 
endeavored  during  the  time  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Congress,  by  work  on  Committees  to 
which  I was  appointed,  and  elsewhere  as 
opportunity  offered,  to  promote  the  cause  in 
whose  interests  I had  gone  abroad.  • 

At  the  close  of  the  Congress,  before  going 
to  France,  I gave  two  addresses  and  preached 
two  sermons  on  peace  in  London,  one  of 
which  was  to  the  large  audience  that  meets 
on  Sundays  in  St.  James’s  Hall. 

Arriving  in  France  the  first  of  August,  I 
spent  most  of  the  time  for  two  months  or 
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more  in  acquiring  the  conversational  use  of 
the  language.  During  this  time  opportunity 
was  offered  of  giving  some  addresses  in 
English  in  English  speaking  churches  and 
in  the  English  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Much  time 
was  spent  during  the  earlier  months  of  my 
stay  in  Paris  in  private  conversation  with 
persons  of  different  classes  in  order  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  feelings  and  opinions 
of  the  country,  and  to  gain  as  intimate  an 
acquaintance  as  possible  with  the  general 
status  of  the  peace  question  in  France. 
This  work  by  private  conversation  and  per- 
sonal contact  with  people  of  influence,  es- 
pecially in  the  churches,  was  continued 
throughout  the  year,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
most  effective  ways  of  reaching  and  modi- 
fying opinion. 

Eater  on  in  the  year,  beginning  with  early 
winter,  I commenced  giving  public  addresses 
on  peace  in  the  French  language,  in  the 
churches,  mission  stations  and  public  halls 
of  Paris,  as  opportunity  offered.  I found 
but  little  difficulty  in  gaining  admittance  to 
the  churches,  and  was  always  received  with 
great  courtesy  and  cordiality.  A consider- 
able number  of  the  French  pastors  are  not 
only  in  sympathy  with  the  peace  movement 
from  the  humanitarian  standpoint,  but  see 
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clearly  and  say  openly  that  war  is  contrary 
to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ. 

I distributed  a number  of  tracts  and  pam- 
phlets on  the  subject  of  peace  'wherever  I 
went.  Most  of  these  were  in  English  and 
were  given  to  those  only  who  read  English, 
as  a large  number  of  cultivated  Frenchmen 
do.  There  is  not  much  peace  literature  in 
the  French  language,  especially  on  the  relig- 
ious phases  of  the  subject.  I published  in 
French  a twelve  page  pamphlet  on  “The  Ex- 
ample and  Teaching  of  Christ”  on  the 
subject  of  war.  This  has  been  and  is  still 
being  widely  distributed  among  Christian 
ministers  and  others,  though  the  edition  of 
it  published  is  now  nearly  exhausted.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  work  of  distributing  and  pre- 
paring literature,  I prepared  for  American 
papers  a number  of  articles  on  different  as- 
pects of  the  condition  of  things  in  Europe. 

During  the  year  I made  two  trips  of  near- 
ly four  weeks  each  in  England,  one  in 
December,  the  other  in  May.  During  the 
former  I gave  addresses  in  churches  of 
different  denominations  in  several  quarters 
of  London  and  spoke  also  in  Croyden  and 
Leominster.  During  the  latter  trip  I spoke 
in  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  Newcastle-on- 
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Tyne,  Darlington,  York,  Nottingham,  and 
Hitchin,  speaking  two  and  three  times  in 
some  of  these  cities.  During  the  month  of 
April  and  the  latter  part  of  March  preceding 
I made  a trip  into  Italy  and  the  South  of 
France,  visiting  Rome  in  order  to  acquaint 
myself  personally  with  the  condition  of  affairs 
in  Italy,  and  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
Evangelical  Alliance  at  Florence,  where  I 
had  opportunity  to  work  privately  in  the 
interest  of  the  cause  with  members  of  the 
Alliance,  and  to  distribute  a large  quantity 
of  literature.  During  the  latter  part  of  this 
trip  I visited  in  the  South  of  France,  Mar- 
seilles, Valence,  Montmeyran,  Nimes  and 
Montauban,  speaking  in  all  these  cities  and 
in  some  of  them  two  and  three  times. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  arduous 
and  has  required  much  tact  and  patience, 
but  it  has  been  interesting  and  in  many 
ways  encouraging.  Peace  work  on  dis- 
tinctly religious  lines  has  been  almost 
unknown  on  the  continent,  so  that  the  pres- 
entation of  the  subject  under  this  aspect  was 
quite  new  to  nearly  all  of  the  audiences  to 
which  I spoke.  Everywhere  where  I held 
meetings  marked  attention  was  given  to  what 
was  said  and  signs  of  genuine  appreciation 
and  approval  were  not  infrequent.  The  audi- 
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ences  were  often  large,  ranging  from  two 
hundred  to  five  hundred  in  the  South  of 
France.  I came  often  into  contact  with  some 
of  the  most  prominent  workers  of  the  French 
Arbitration  Society,  an  organization  with 
headquarters  at  Paris  carrying  on  an  active 
propaganda  on  social,  economic  and  humani- 
tarian grounds.  This  Society  has  now  on  its 
roll  a considerable  number  of  prominent 
French  Statesmen  and  scholars  who  are  doing 
much  to  enlighten  public  sentiment  on  the 
barbarity  and  unreasonableness  of  war.  I 
also  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  and  doing 
what  I could  to  encourage  the  leaders  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Peace  Society  of  Nimes.  This 
Society  recently  organized,  and  carrying  on 
its  work  under  great  difficulty,  from  lack  of 
funds,  is  destined,  in  my  judgment,  to  play 
a very  important  part  in  the  education  in 
peace  doctrines  of  the  coming  generation  of 
young  Frenchmen  if  it  can  procure  sufficient 
means  oil  which  to  live.  Its  chief  work  has 
been  the  publication  of  a Peace  Almanac 
which  during  the  past  year  has  reached  a 
circulation  of  twenty  thousand.  This  Society 
has  recently  made  an  appeal  to  me  for  funds 
which  I have  no  means  of  furnishing,  and  I 
should  like  to  commend  its  interests  to  lovers 
of  the  peace  cause  as  deserving  of  their 
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profound  sympathy  and  their  support.  No 
peace  work  in  France  can  yet  be  carried  on, 
with  the  exception  possibly  of  the  work  of 
the  Arbitration  Society  at  Paris  (which 
has  only  one  lecturer  in  the  field)  without 
aid  from  other  countries  where  the  cause  has 
so  many  more  active  supporters. 

The  work  begun  by  your  Society  in 
France  the  past  year  and  which  I am  only 
too  conscious  of  having  done  very  imperfect- 
ly, ought  certainly  to  be  continued  by  some 
one.  The  country  is  now  open  to  the  Gospel 
as  it  has  probably  never  before  been,  and  the 
peace  element  of  the  teachings  of  Christ 
ought  during  this  new  awakening  to  be  kept 
prominently  before  the  religious  teachers  of 
the  nation.  Allow  me  to  add  also  as  an  ele- 
ment of  encouragement  that,  so  far  as  I 
was  able  to  discover,  from  many  different 
sources,  the  French  people  as  a whole  love 
and  want  peace.  They  feel  deeply  and 
universally  the  loss  of  the  two  provinces 
taken  from  them  at  the  close  of  the  war  of 
1870,  and  owing  to  the  armed  condition  of 
the  rest  of  Europe  it  is  perfectly  useless 
to  expect  their  leaders  to  take  any  steps  alone 
towards  disarmament.  But  the  nation  as  a 
whole,  while  ready  to  defend  itself,  and  while 
keeping  its  military  preparations  in  the 
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highest  possible  state  of  efficiency,  would  wel- 
come deliverance  from  its  present  excessive 
and  disastrous  military  burdens.  I was  told 
in  many  places  that  a great  change  has  come 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  people  within  the 
last  six  or  seven  years  and  that  their  chief 
desire  now  is,  instead  of  glory  by  arms,  to  be 
allowed  peaceably  to  develop  the  agricultural, 
industrial  and  commercial  resources  of  their 
country.  If  the  darkest  night  is  often  just 
before  the  dawn,  the  present  “bloated  arma- 
ments” of  Europe  may  sooner  than  many 
expect  be  a thing  of  the  past,  if  the  friends  of 
Peace  are  only  willing  faithfully  and  fearless- 
ly and  sacrificingly  to  do  their  duty. 
Financial  Statement. 

Received  from  Christian  Arbitration  and 
Peace  Society, 


July  3rd,  1890, 

Sept.  16th,  “ 

“ 19th,  “ 

Dec.  1st,  “ '■ 

March  2nd,  lSM,  , 

fh. 

, * 


100  00 
50  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
70  00 


« 


Total  ...  $620  00 


Expenditures. 

Ship-passage  going  and  returning,  ...  ...  ...  ...  200  00 

Printing  12  page  pamphlet,  circular,  cards,  etc.,  ...  ...  23  70 

Traveling  and  living  expenses  while  in  France,  England  and  Italy,  396  30 


Total  ...  $620  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  F.  TRUEBLOOD. 

P.  S.  The  above  statement  does  not  include  $180.00  received  from  other 
sources  and  a considerable  sum  spent  from  my  own  purse,  without  which 
the  year’s  work  must  have  been  cut  short. — B.  F.  T. 


